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What Will a Trump Second Term Mean for Russian-
American Relations?
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round of tedious negotiations, Russia may just decide to settle this conflict on the battlefield
once and for all.

Even after the United States has delivered roughly $45 billion in military aid to Ukraine since
Russia’s February 24, 2022 invasion, policymakers are still convinced they can get the last
word against Russia. Now, the Trump team is looking for a consolation prize in annexing
Greenland. The Trump administration views the Arctic Circle as a strategic region in the neo-
Great Game playing out around the North Pole.

The Northern Sea Route is starting to emerge as one of the most important shipping lanes in
the world, which Russia largely controls. Thanks to melting ice caps and innovations in
infrastructure, the use of the NSR could slash the time spent transporting cargo and costs
associated with said activity. On top of that, there’s no need for countries to worry about the
threat of piracy from Somali or Yemeni militants.

In a similar vein, melting polar ice caps would be a boon for Arctic countries to tap into
natural resources such as oil and natural gas. Roughly 15% of the world’s undiscovered oil
and 30% of the globe’s undiscovered natural gas lies in this region. Rare earth metals, which
are all the rage in geopolitical discussions, are also present in the Arctic. From the looks of it,
the Arctic Circle will be another region where Russian and American interests will be at
loggerheads.

One must wonder why American decisionmakers can’t think of drawing up alternative
arrangements with Russia that allows for access to the Arctic Circle without having to be
engaged in a dangerous security competition. For most of the liberal internationalist and
neoconservative set, all matters of foreign policy are a zero-sum game.

It’s slowly dawning on non-interventionists that a second Trump term will maintain an
adversarial posture toward Russia. It is simply wishful thinking to assume that Donald


https://media.defense.gov/2024/Apr/24/2003448840/-1/-1/1/20240424_UKRAINE_FACT_SHEET.PDF
https://www.npr.org/2008/12/01/97629335/egypts-suez-canal-threatened-by-somali-pirates
https://interactive.aljazeera.com/aje/2024/mapping-red-sea-shipping-attacks/
https://www.ship-technology.com/features/will-the-northern-sea-route-become-commercially-viable-in-the-near-future/?cf-view
https://geographical.co.uk/geopolitics/the-world-is-gearing-up-to-mine-the-arctic

Trump’s negotiation wizardry is going to somehow mend Russo-American relations,
especially when Trump is operating on the premise that American primacy must be
maintained at all costs. This means Trump will pursue the approach of “escalate to de-
escalate” to save face and look tough on the world stage.

If Trump were serious about breaking the uniparty interventionist consensus on foreign
policy, he would be bringing the likes of Colonel (ret.) Douglas Macgregor into his
administration. Thus far, that has not come to pass, as the Trump team is staffed to the brim
with neoconservatives, Israel Firsters, and neocon adjacent types.

As they say, personnel is policy. Until there’s a thorough repudiation of interventionism in
U.S. foreign policy circles, we can only expect more geopolitical perfidy to come out of
Washington.


https://jacobin.com/2024/09/de-escalate-israel-us-foreign-nuclear
https://jacobin.com/2024/09/de-escalate-israel-us-foreign-nuclear
https://libertarianinstitute.org/scotthortonshow/3-6-23-douglas-macgregor-on-ukraine-china-and-the-military-industrial-complex/

